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December 2008 — NEWSLETTER

& Work Bees
May 2,3 &4....... Work Beeat McKinley Camp.....31 members worked hard werbpkrdwalk along trail!]!
May 9 —18........... Blossom Ridérom Luzerne to River Rd.............. 19-51 riderpptatidor a great ride!]!
May 24 - 26 ........ Wark Bee..............................South Branch Camp ................ (CellfBill2édils)
May 30 — June 8...0scoda to Empire.................. (Trophy ride).......cccceeviennnnnnd ers3@ceived trophies
June 14 —29........ Qscoda to Empire.................. (Trophy ride)........ccoceiviiannns 76 ridecstrephires
August 22,23 & 28Vark Bee.......................o.South Branch Camp...ecneceec 34&:dours wor
Sept6—26 .........0scoda to Oscoda(Double Crass). (Trophy ride)........... 13 E-W, 13 W-E, 37 2% ‘rroph
October 3 —-12 .....Calor Riddrom Cadillac to Goose Creek............. 10-91 nipgrescethe great fall colofs

& Work Bees

May 1 - 3.Work Beat McKinley Camp.....Need to replace one more alkaatbmg the trail to South Brangh
May 9 —17........... Blossom Ride.................... Mullet Lake to Luzerne...................... eréyrdgsi 10
May 22 - 24.......... Work Bee........ccoovvviiiiiinnanns South Branch Camp ................... €hall Billdétails
May 29 — June 7...0scoda to Empire.................. (Trophy ride).........ccceee RPre:register by April 29
June 13 -28........ Garey Lake to Oscoda........... (Trophy ride) ..o Pre-regesyet by
August 14 -16....WorkBee...........cccoiviiiiiiinnnn. to be determined ...l a dongeinfo t
Sept11-20........4 QOscoda to Empire.................. (Trophy ride)............cccceiiiinnnn Pre-regigtestiiy2A
October 3—-11 .....Calor Ride........................Goose Creek to Cadillac............. BrévyeSegitember ¢

2009 Membership Renewals are Due
Check your address label to see if your MTRA mersitier expires in 2008. If it does, use the enclosed
form to renew your membership. Our membershipsfirom January % to December Fieach year. The
cost of the annual membership is $25.00 if subohittg March 31, 2009. After that your membershipl wil
cost $35.00. Please include your email addregsufwould like to receive your newsletters andeoth
notifications by email. Your new membership caril e sent through the US mail. If you have any
guestions, please contact Chris Rayner at the giiomee number or email address.
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1. what a year! It has been a learning experience andl cannot express enough gratitude for all of the &élp and

encouragement that everyone has afforded me. I'védndéroughly enjoyed getting to know so many of you gsonally.
Please continue to keep in touch, especially if yobave any suggestions or comments, by contacting na
raynechris@gmail.comor call 989-473-3205.
At this time there are over 330 members receivingheir newsletters by email and over 100 who print tair
newsletters from the website. How exciting! A sméal “Thank You” goes to our webmaster, Tom Strongfor being
so helpful and cooperative. If you are interesteth joining the email or website printer group, please contact me, o
select those choices on your Membership Renewal For Don't forget to include your email address forgeneral
correspondence. That is the easiest way to senddRiConfirmations!!!

Many of you have suggested “Buddy” lists for namegphone numbers, etc. of people who you may have ddn with
on one of the rides and not remembered to get thewital information. For the sake of our members’ pivacy |
cannot publish our rosters for the rides or give otiphone numbers of our members but | will help alll can to make
some connections. First of all, | would suggest ing) the Forum on the websitewww.mtra.org to make contact with
other members. If that doesn’'t work or you don’t have computer access, give me a call and | will tp make that
connection for you. If all else fails, make suregu write down names, phone numbers, etc. on the neside!!!!
I'm in the process of listing all “Michigan Trail H orses” in a central database. If you have registed your horse in
the past, please contact me so that we can add yduwsrse to the list. Please include the name of th®rse, name anc
dates of the ride, owner and rider of the horse. Wentries will need to be confirmed. Thanks a buoh!

Happy Trails - chris

May Work Bee at McKinley

Be sure to mark your calendars for the Work Beleetdeld at McKinley the first weekend in May 200Bhe USFS has requested
our assistance in repairing another boardwalk. Wilebe needing lots of helpers with hand toolselighovels, rakes, tampers,
sledge hammers, etc. Please contact Garry Ramdadinfy details if you have something that can kexl &t that Work Bee. We
will begin work around noon on Friday, May 1st dadch on Saturday will be provided. Come on oud aamp to enjoy the

camaraderie. Many hands make light work!

Annual Elections 2009

Five of the present Board Members are up for retiele this coming March.Ernie Marsh, Kathy Moss,
Ron Pouncey, Ginger Vanderkelen and Bill Zettehave all thrown their hats in the ring for anottesm.

If anyone else is interested in running for the iBloaf Directors, please submit a paragraph of 10€ds or
less to Garry Randall or Chris Rayner listing yayalifications, interests, reasons for running,. etc
Submissions must be received by Janudtyolbe ready to print in the February newslettertfe March
vote.
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Anyone who attended the September '08 Doubles€were able to
experience the true meaning of fun! Randy Davisaod his three
gaited appaloosas, assisted by Bill Zettel, wekagapart of the ride
this year. Both Randy and Bill received trophiestfeeir efforts! And
what an effort it was. After jumping two rigs, thead to harness all
three horses and head to the roads because theés tnait smooth or
wide enough to accommodate the wagon or three siambecast. But the camaraderie was the best!
Everyone enjoyed their cheerful attitudes and ssodf trail rides past. Being more comfortablehvitteir
“bucket” seats, both were able to nap from timéirtee along the way. Congratulations guys — weehiap
see you and those fun-loving appys again on trestid

Calendar Quandry

The Ride Calendars for 2009 have already been submitted to the MDNR and we are waiting
for their approval of our dates. Due to calendar constraints, there will not be a Criss-Cross in
2009. According to the By-laws of the MTRA, the October Color Ride is to begin the first
weekend in October and there will not be enough time to schedule the three week Criss-Cross
in September 2009 and avoid the Labor Day weekend which is a mandate by the MDNR.
There has been a great deal of discussion regarding this issue. Your Board Members need to
hear from the membership to resolve the problems presented. Many of you have emailed me
and those wishes were made known. You will be apprised of further developments.
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2009 Membership Renewal Form

Name: MTRA #
As you would like listed on Membership Card
Address:
Street City State
Zip
Telephone Number: Donation to Youth Riders’ Fund
Print newsletter from website Renewal by Mar 31, 2009($25)
Receive newsletter by US mail Total included (cks only) $

Receive newsletter by email (address:

After March 31, 2009 & New Memberships - $35.00
Please send to: MTRA, 5806 E. State Rd., Hale, M| 48739




